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(57) ABSTRACT

There is presented a method for providing a media content,
one embodiment comprising recording a first version of a
movie on a first content medium in a first format, encrypting
one or more content supplement to the movie, each content
supplement having a format different from the first format,
embedding at least one encryptionkey in each content supple-
ment, providing a retrieval code for key data enabling play-
back of the content supplement, and bundling the content
supplement and the retrieval code for distribution with the
first content medium. In one embodiment, a flexible format
media bundle comprises a first content medium, a first version
of a media content recorded on the first content medium in a
first format, at least one content supplement having a different
format, at least one encryption key, and a retrieval code
enabling access to the content supplement.
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FLEXIBLE FORMAT MEDIA CONTENT AND
METHOD FOR PROVIDING SAME

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to the distribution
of media content. More particularly, the present invention
relates to the distribution of media content in multiple for-
mats.

2. Background Art

The providers of media content must cater to the interests
of at least two sets of constituents. On one hand, media
content providers must be responsive to consumer demands
for media content in a desirable format. On the other, media
content providers must also be sensitive to the concerns of the
producers of that content, so that the intellectual property
rights associated with their creative works are protected.

In the past, the interests of both media content consumers
and media content producers may have been largely aligned,
albeit perhaps unintentionally, by the limited formatting
options available to support a particular type of media con-
tent. Taking entertainment content in the form of a movie as
an example, as recently as 1990, the standard format for
commercially available movies was analog video home sys-
tem (VHS), suitable for playback on a video cassette recorder
(VCR). Accordingly, in that earlier content distribution envi-
ronment, consumer demand for commercial entertainment
content was apt to focus on a single content format, e.g. VHS
video cassettes in the case of movies, so that exercise of
intellectual property control over that single format was tan-
tamount to controlling domestic distribution of the entertain-
ment content as a whole. Even where alternative formats were
available, as in audio tape versus vinyl recordings of music
content, for example, the very distinctness of the physical
media embodying the alternative formats facilitated control
over distribution of the media content.

More recently, however, format and technology options for
the display of entertainment content have multiplied. In addi-
tion, a transition from an analog to a digital content world has
occurred, in which multiple alternative formats can now be
supported on the same type of physical medium. Consumers
have responded to the proliferation of available media content
formats by ratcheting up their expectations for the variety of
presentation modes to be provided as well. Many consumers
now desire to obtain access to media content providing a
variety of entertainment experiences sharing a central theme,
and may expect to be provided with not only a movie, but a
music soundtrack for that movie, a video game based on a
characters and events of the movie, and other alternative
presentation modes, available across multiple media devices,
sharing the movie theme.

Due to the greater variety of available content formats and
presentation modes, and the heightened expectations of con-
tent consumers, the acquisitive interests of consumers are
increasingly in conflict with the proprietary interests of con-
tent producers, resulting in a dilemma for the content provid-
ers who seek to satisfy both groups. Those providers, who
wish to promote demand for the creative content their media
products contain, strive to maximize the authorized distribu-
tion of their products, while avoiding content piracy and other
forms of unauthorized access to the various media content.

One conventional approach adopted by media content pro-
viders to serve the interests of both consumers and content
producers is to offer alternative versions of a particular con-
tent, and alternative presentation modes for that content, as
separate commercial items. For example, to satisfy consumer
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demand for a variety of media content formats, a movie may
now be sold concurrently as a VHS video cassette, a standard
digital video disc (DVD), a high definition DVD (HD-DVD),
and as a Blu-ray optical disc. To further satisfy consumer
desire for a wvariety of presentation modes, an audio
soundtrack from the movie may be recorded and distributed
as a compact disc (CD), for example, while an entertainment
game based on the movie may be provided as a video game.
To maintain intellectual property control over those various
media, however, each content format and presentation mode
may be separately recorded, encrypted, and packaged. As a
result, a consumer who desires to enjoy the content in more
than one format or presentation mode may be required to
purchase multiple versions of the same or similar creative
content. Consequently, this conventional approach offers a
less than optimal solution to satisfying the two sets of inter-
ests described.

Another conventional approach adopted by media provid-
ers inan attempt to secure the intellectual property interests of
content producers is to distribute content in a single format, in
a locked mode, accompanied by an activation code allowing
an authorized user to unlock the content. Computer software
applications are frequently distributed commercially in this
way, as secure single format content provided on a computer
readable medium, but inaccessible by a user unless the user
also possesses the separate activation code, which may be
provided as part of the product packaging, for example. The
authorized user can unlock the content by submitting the
activation code to the content provider, who may then prevent
that code from being concurrently utilized by another user. As
a result, the content provider, who remains largely powerless
to prevent unauthorized physical distribution of the computer
readable medium, may nevertheless prevent that activity from
resulting in unauthorized access to the creative content
recorded on the medium. While effective in protecting con-
tent producers by limiting unauthorized access to creative
content, this approach does little or nothing to address the
interests of content consumers who may desire access to
creative content in a variety of formats on the same storage
medium, or in alternative formats concurrently.

More recently, United States Patent Application 2007/
0195685 by Read (“Read”), describes a solution in which a
high density format version of a particular content is recorded
on a media disc, the media disc being additionally partitioned
to accommodate lower density format versions of the same
content. According to the Read disclosure, a Blu-ray disc, for
example, on which is recorded a movie formatted for play-
back on a Blu-ray player, may also contain another version of
that same movie formatted for playback on a DVD player.
Just as in the conventional approach, however, as an example,
Read fails to address the continuing problem of providing
consumers with access to interrelated media content having
not only a variety of content formats, but a variety of presen-
tation modes as well. As another example, the solution pro-
vided by Read incorporates only conventional digital rights
management (DRM) schemes for restricting unauthorized
distribution of the alternative formats provided on the media
disc.

Accordingly, there is a need to overcome the drawbacks
and deficiencies in the art by providing media content
enabling a consumer to access a particular desired content
across a range of content formats and additionally providing
access to supplemental content in alternative presentation
modes, while concurrently limiting unauthorized access to
the media content and its supplemental content.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A flexible format media content and method for providing
same, such as making available multiple media formats in a
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single package using a back-end system, substantially as
shown in and/or described in connection with at least one of
the figures, as set forth more completely in the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The features and advantages of the present invention will
become more readily apparent to those ordinarily skilled in
the art after reviewing the following detailed description and
accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary media bundle including flex-
ible format media content, according to one embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an exemplary system for
providing a flexible format media content, according to one
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 3 shows a flowchart describing the steps, according to
one embodiment of the present invention, by which media
content can be provided in multiple formats and presentation
modes.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present application is directed to a flexible format
media content and method for providing same. The following
description contains specific information pertaining to the
implementation of the present invention. One skilled in the art
will recognize that the present invention may be implemented
in a manner different from that specifically discussed in the
present application. Moreover, some of the specific details of
the invention are not discussed in order not to obscure the
invention. The specific details not described in the present
application are within the knowledge of a person of ordinary
skill in the art.

The drawings in the present application and their accom-
panying detailed description are directed to merely exem-
plary embodiments of the invention. To maintain brevity,
other embodiments of the invention, which use the principles
of the present invention, are not specifically described in the
present application and are not specifically illustrated by the
present drawings.

FIG. 1 shows exemplary media bundle 100 including flex-
ible format media content, according to one embodiment of
the present invention. Media bundle 100 comprises media
package 102 containing a first version of movie 104, format-
ted for playback by a digital video disc (DVD) player, on
movie DVD 106. Media package 102 also contains retrieval
code 108 and supplemental disc 110. Also shown in FIG. 1 are
first content supplement 112 including encryption key 114,
and second content supplement 116 including encryption key
118.

As shown in FIG. 1, supplemental disc 110 comprising first
content supplement 112 and second content supplement 116
is distributed to a consumer of media bundle 100, along with
retrieval code 108 and movie DVD 106. According to the
embodiment of FIG. 1, movie DVD 106 is an authorized
version of movie 104 available for unrestricted playback.
First content supplement 112 and second content supplement
116, however, are restricted access content, as indicated by
respective encryption keys 114 and 118. First content supple-
ment 112 and second content supplement 116 may be enjoyed
by a consumer of media bundle 100 through use of retrieval
code 108, which may be utilized to retrieve key data (not
shown in FIG. 1) enabling playback of the supplemental
content on a particular media device or a set of media devices.

First content supplement 112 is provided in a file format
distinct from a first format used to record the first version of
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movie 104 provided on movie DVD 106. Similarly, second
content supplement 116 is provided in a file format distinct
from the first format used to provide movie DVD 106.
Respective first and second content supplements 112 and 116
may be additional restricted access versions of movie 104,
formatted for display on media playback systems other than a
DVD player, or they may comprise different content, related
to movie 104, but provided for enjoyment in a different pre-
sentation mode.

As amore detailed example of a media bundle correspond-
ing to media bundle 100 in FIG. 1, let us assume that movie
DVD 106 is a recording of a popular movie associated with a
popular music soundtrack. Specifically, let us assume that
movie 104 is the movie version of the very popular High
School Musical, distributed for sale encased by media pack-
age 102 as movie DVD 106. Included with the DVD movie
version of High School Musical is supplemental disc 110
comprising another version of the same movie formatted for
playback on a system other than a DVD player, as first content
supplement 112. First content supplement 112 might com-
prise a movie version of High School Musical formatted for
playback on a portable playback system, such as a video iPod
orother video capable digital media player, for example. Also
provided on supplemental disc 110 included with movie
DVD 106, is second content supplement 116. In the present
detailed example, second content supplement 116 comprises,
not another version of the movie, but an audio file containing
the High School Musical movie soundtrack, suitable for play-
back on a portable audio system, such as an MP3 player, iPod,
or other portable digital audio player.

A consumer of High School Musical movie DVD 106 may
or may not desire to access the various supplemental content
provided on supplemental disc 110. Where some or all of the
supplemental content is desired, retrieval code 108 may be
utilized by the consumer to gain access to the supplemental
content. Access may be selective, so that a consumer elects to
access some, but not all of the content available on supple-
mental disc 110. Inclusion of encryption keys 114 and 118 in
respective first and second content supplements 112 and 116,
limits unauthorized distribution of that content.

As aresult, for example, the present embodiment makes it
possible for a media content provider to offer media bundle
100 for commercial sale at substantially the same price as
movie DVD 106, separately packaged and sold alone.
Supplemental content may be provided, as shown in FIG. 1,
but access to it may be restricted, as indicated by the presence
of'encryption keys 114 and 118. Where access to the supple-
mental content is desired, a consumer may utilize retrieval
code 108 to, for example, initiate an additional commercial
transaction, through which key data permitting access to
some or all of the supplemental content can be provided.
Where, however, access to the supplemental content is not
desired by the consumer, encryption keys 114 and 118 pre-
vent unauthorized access to the supplemental content.

Thus, according to the embodiment of FIG. 1, a consumer
of movie DVD 106 may be provided the convenience of
enjoying the flexibility in movie format available from first
content supplement 112 and/or the flexibility in presentation
mode available from second content supplement 116, without
being burdened with the cost of that supplemental content if
any or all of it is undesirable to the consumer. At the same
time, the intellectual property rights of the producers of the
supplemental content provided on supplemental disc 112 are
protected by access restrictions imposed by encryption keys
114 and 118.

It is noted that although in the embodiment of FIG. 1
retrieval code 108 is located on media package 102, that
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particular representation was chosen simply to facilitate the
present explanation. Retrieval code 108 may be included on
movie DVD 106, for example, or on supplemental disc 110. It
is further noted that retrieval code 108 may assume many
forms. In one embodiment, retrieval code 108 may comprise
asimple alphanumeric code imprinted on media package 102,
as suggested by FIG. 1, and require manual input by the
consumer of movie DVD 106 during a subsequent transac-
tion. In one embodiment, retrieval code 108 may be self-
validating, such as a retrieval code including a cyclic redun-
dancy check (CRC), for example. In another embodiment,
retrieval code 108 may comprise a self-executing file, such
that activation of that file by a consumer may initiate a key
data retrieval process. Moreover, although the present
embodiment includes single retrieval code 108 for retrieval of
either or both first content supplement 112 and second con-
tent supplement 116, in other embodiments, there may be
provided multiple retrieval codes, and each may correspond
to a separate item of supplemental content, for example.

Moving on to FIG. 2, FIG. 2 is a diagram showing exem-
plary system 200 for providing a flexible format media con-
tent, according to one embodiment of the present invention.
System 200 in FIG. 2 includes computer 220, playback sys-
tem 230, packet network 242, and media content clearing-
house 244. As shown in FIG. 2, computer 220 comprises disc
drive 222 and computer memory 224. Also shown in FIG. 2 is
supplementary disc 210, corresponding the supplementary
disc 110 in FIG. 1, being utilized by computer 220 through
disc drive 222. In addition, FIG. 2 shows some components of
playback system 230, including display 232 and playback
memory 234.

As shown in FIG. 2, in the present embodiment, computer
220 is utilized to communicate with media content clearing-
house 244 via packet network 242, such as the Internet, for
example. In other embodiments, analogous implementations
may include more or less elements than are shown in FIG. 2,
and a local services network may mediate communication
between computer 220 and media content clearinghouse 244.
Further, although FIG. 2 represents supplemental content as
being provided on a media disc suitable for use by a computer
disc drive, that representation is merely illustrative. In another
embodiment, supplemental content may be provided on any
computer readable content medium, and may be accessed by
any remote device corresponding to computer 220 in FIG. 2,
configured to utilize that content medium and communicate,
directly or indirectly, with media content clearinghouse 244.

FIG. 2 also shows computer 220 in communication with
playback system 230. As is the case for exemplary computer
220, playback system 230 may assume a variety of specific
forms. Although in the embodiment of FIG. 2, playback sys-
tem 230 is shown as a portable device, in another embodiment
playback system 230 may be a component of an extensive
entertainment system, and lack portability, for example. Play-
back system 230 may communicate with computer 220
through a wired or wireless communication link. For
instance, a WiFi or Bluetooth network may mediate commu-
nication between media playback system 230 and computer
220. In one embodiment, playback system 230 is remote from
computer 220 and the communication link may be provided
by a data network, for example.

Now, system 200 will be further discussed in relation to
media bundle 100 in FIG. 1, and the specific example pre-
sented previously in which movie DVD 106 contains a movie
version of High School Musical. Continuing with FIG. 1 and
FIG. 2, let us assume that a consumer of media bundle 100
would like to enjoy, for example, second content supplement
116 provided on supplemental disc 110. As described in con-
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junction with FIG. 1, the consumer may do so by utilizing
retrieval code 108 to retrieve key data enabling access to
second content supplement 116. According to the embodi-
ment of FIG. 2, in order to do so, the consumer uses computer
220 to execute a transaction with media content clearing-
house 244, as will be described.

The consumer, having been provided supplemental disc
110 as part of media bundle 100, seeks to access second
content supplement 116 comprising a music soundtrack to the
movie version of High School Musical, and suitable for play-
back on playback system 230. To do so, the consumer loads
corresponding supplementary disc 210, in FIG. 2, into disc
drive 222 on computer 220. The desired supplementary con-
tent, i.e. second content supplement 116 including encryption
key 118, may then be copied into computer memory 224. The
consumer can then communicate with media content clear-
inghouse 244, engaging in a transaction in which retrieval
code 108 is received by media content clearinghouse 244, and
key data authorizing access to second content supplement 116
is delivered to computer 220. As a result, second content
supplement 116 may be modified, making that content acces-
sible to the consumer. In one embodiment, the transaction
resulting in delivery of the key data may include associating
the authorized access to second content supplement 116 with
the identity of a particular consumer, remote device such as
computer 220, or playback system 230, providing additional
content protection to the producers of second content supple-
ment 116.

In the present example, the consumer of movie DVD 106
may desire to listen to the movie soundtrack on an iPod
corresponding to playback system 230. In such event, the
consumer contacts media content clearinghouse 244, which
may be the provider of media bundle 100, for example, e.g.
Disney in the case of the movie DVD High School Musical.
Alternatively, media content clearinghouse 244 may be a
third party media content clearinghouse selected on the basis
of the media type being accessed. In the present example, in
which supplemental content comprising audio files suitable
for playback on an iPod are being accessed, a suitable third
party media content clearinghouse might be the online iTunes
Store, for instance.

Once contact with media content clearinghouse 244 has
been established, the consumer may provide retrieval code
108 and receive key data authorizing access to the audio files.
Those files can then be copied to playback memory 234 on
playback system 230, and enjoyed by the consumer through
display 232. According to the present embodiment, the key
data can be considered as a user license, authorizing the
consumer to access the audio files provided as second content
supplement 116 to movie DVD 106. Although in the embodi-
ment of FIG. 2, the supplemental content is described as being
copied to computer memory 224 and rendered accessible
there upon receipt of key data provided in response to sub-
mission of retrieval code 108, that characterization is merely
exemplary. In one embodiment, second content supplement
116 including encryption key 118, may then be transferred to
playback memory 234 on playback system 230 prior to sub-
mission of retrieval code 108. In such embodiment, subse-
quently provided key data could be used to access the secure
audio files directly on playback system 230.

FIG. 3 shows flowchart 300 describing the steps, according
to one embodiment of the present invention, by which media
content can be provided in multiple formats and presentation
modes. Certain details and features have been left out of
flowchart 300 that are apparent to a person of ordinary skill in
the art. For example, a step may comprise one or more sub-
steps or may involve specialized equipment or materials, as
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known in the art. While steps 302 through 320 indicated in
flowchart 300 are sufficient to describe one embodiment of
the present invention, other embodiments of the invention
may utilize steps different from those shown in flowchart 300.

Referring to the steps of flowchart 300 in FIG. 3, in con-
junction with FIGS. 1 and 2, step 302 of flowchart 300 com-
prises recording a first version of a media content on a first
content medium in a first format. As shown in FIG. 1, the first
version of a media content may comprise a movie, whereas
the first content medium and first format may be embodied by
a DVD carrying MPEG-2 files, for example. Alternatively, a
first version of a media content may be an audio book, or a
video game. The first content medium may otherwise include
a Blu-ray disc, for example, or an external hard drive or flash
media storage, while a first format may be any format suitable
for playback of the media content by a target playback sys-
tem. In one embodiment, a second version of the media con-
tent is recorded on a second content medium in a second
format and provided along with the first version. In such
embodiment, for example, a first version of the media content
may comprise a DVD recording of a movie, while the second
version may comprise a Blu-ray recording of the same movie
provided on a Blu-ray disc, or vice versa.

Continuing with step 304 of FIG. 3 and media bundle 100
of FIG. 1, step 304 of flowchart 300 comprises encrypting one
or more content supplement to the media content recorded in
step 302, each content supplement having a format different
from the first format. As described for FIG. 1, first and second
content supplements may be encrypted. In other embodi-
ments, only one, or more than two content supplements may
be provided.

Step 306 of flowchart 300 comprises embedding at least
one encryption key in each content supplement. A content
supplement, such as audio files comprised by second content
supplement 116 in FIG. 1 may include only one encryption
key. Other content supplements may, however, utilize encryp-
tion schemes associating a separate encryption key with dis-
crete portions of the particular content supplement. For
example, a content supplement comprising a movie might
associate an encryption key with a playback time interval of
certain duration, and embed as many encryption keys as nec-
essary to span the entire playback time sequence.

At step 308 of flowchart 300, a retrieval code for retrieval
of key data enabling playback of the content supplement is
provided. As explained previously, there may be one retrieval
code common to several content supplements, or in some
embodiments, there may be multiple, content supplement
specific retrieval codes provided. Also, as described in con-
junction with FIG. 1, the retrieval code or codes may each be
a simple alphanumeric character string, a self validating code,
or comprise an executable file, for example.

Subsequent step 310 comprises bundling the content
supplement and the retrieval code for distribution with the
first content medium. In FIG. 1, step 310 is embodied by
including movie DVD 106, supplemental disc 110 containing
first content supplement 112 and second content supplement
116, as well as retrieval code 108, in media package 102, for
distribution to a consumer as a single unit. In another embodi-
ment, bundling step 310 may comprise consolidating the
media content, content supplement, and retrieval code on a
single content medium, for example.

Continuing with step 312 of flowchart 300, step 312 com-
prises receiving the retrieval code from a remote device.
Turning to FIG. 2 for illustration of the present step, step 312
corresponds to receipt at media content clearinghouse 244 of
the retrieval code provided by computer 220. As discussed in
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conjunction with FIG. 2, receiving step 312 may be per-
formed directly, or through utilization of a third party media
content clearinghouse.

Step 314 in FIG. 3 comprises associating the key data with
a playback system. According to the embodiment of FIG. 2,
key data provided by media content clearinghouse 244 might
be associated specifically with playback system 230, for
example. While the present method associates the key data
with a particular playback system, in other embodiments the
key data is associated with a more generalized user identity,
corresponding, for instance, to a consumer, the remote device
utilized to provide the retrieval code, or a personal area net-
work (PAN) comprising the playback system.

In step 316, the key data is sent to the remote device.
Returning to FIG. 2 for illustration of the present step, in step
316, media content clearinghouse 244 sends key data to com-
puter 220. As described previously, key data may comprise a
user license authorizing playback of a particular encrypted
content supplement by a particular consumer, or on a particu-
lar playback system, for example.

Continuing with step 318, step 318 of flowchart 300 com-
prises modifying the content supplement through supply of
the key data. Modification of the content supplement may
include decryption and re-encryption of the supplemental
content, transformation of the file format, changes in the
encoding format, or any combination of those alterations.

In step 320, the content supplement may be suitably ren-
dered for playback on the playback system associated with
the key data in step 314. Where the key data is associated with
a single device, for example, the content supplement may be
rendered in a single format suitable for playback on that
device. Where the key data is associated with a more general
user identity as described in conjunction with step 314, how-
ever, the content supplement may be rendered for playback in
multiple formats corresponding to the alternative playback
options comprised by the user identity.

As described in the foregoing, a flexible format media
content provides a means for content distribution serving the
interests of consumers and content producers alike. By pro-
viding supplemental content suitable for playback across a
variety of presentation modes using a range of file formats,
the preference of content consumers for flexibility and choice
in their enjoyment of media content may be satisfied. By
encrypting the supplemental content and enabling consumers
to selectively access desired formats and presentation modes,
the financial burden on the consumer may be rendered pro-
portional to the variety and scope of the content consumed. At
the same time, the provided encryption limits unauthorized
access to or distribution of creative content, thereby protect-
ing the intellectual property interests of its producers, and
encouraging their further creative efforts.

From the above description of the invention it is manifest
that various techniques can be used for implementing the
concepts of the present invention without departing from its
scope. Moreover, while the invention has been described with
specific reference to certain embodiments, a person of ordi-
nary skill in the art would recognize that changes can be made
in form and detail without departing from the spirit and the
scope of the invention. As such, the described embodiments
are to be considered in all respects as illustrative and not
restrictive. It should also be understood that the invention is
not limited to the particular embodiments described herein,
but is capable of many rearrangements, modifications, and
substitutions without departing from the scope of the inven-
tion.
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What is claimed is:

1. A method for providing a movie, the method comprising:

recording a first version of the movie in a first file format;

encrypting one or more content supplement to the movie
using at least one encryption key to provide one or more
encrypted content supplement to the movie, each of the
one or more encrypted content supplement to the movie
having a file format different from the first file format;

providing a retrieval code corresponding to the one or more
content supplement for submission to a media content
clearinghouse to retrieve a key data for enabling play-
back of each of the one or more encrypted content
supplement to the movie, and

bundling the one or more encrypted content supplement

with the movie and the retrieval code for distribution,
wherein playback access to the movie is unrestricted,
and wherein playback access to the one or more
encrypted content supplement to the movie is restricted
and can become unrestricted using the key data retrieved
by submission of the retrieval code;

wherein the bundling includes storing the one or more

content supplement and the retrieval code in each of a
plurality of second content media, and wherein the
retrieval code is stored in a self-executing file.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the key data comprises
a user license.

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

receiving the retrieval code from the remote device for

retrieving the key data; and associating the key data with
a person’s identity.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the movie is in the first
file format for playback access by a first device, and the one or
more encrypted content supplement to the movie has the file
format different from the first file format for playback access
by a second device different than the first device, and wherein
the first file format is not playable by the second device.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the first device is a DVD
player, and the second device is an iPod.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the bundling stores a
plurality of retrieval codes including the retrieval code and a
plurality of content supplements including the one or more
content supplement in each of the plurality of second content
media.

7. A method for providing a media content, the method
comprising:

recording a first version of the media content in a first file

format;

encrypting one or more content supplement to the media
content using at least one encryption key to provide
one or more encrypted content supplement to the
media content, each of the one or more encrypted
content supplement to the media content having a file
format different from the first file format;

providing a retrieval code corresponding to the one or
more content supplement for submission by a remote
device to a media content clearinghouse to retrieve a
key data for enabling playback of each of the one or
more encrypted content supplement to the media con-
tent, and

bundling the one or more encrypted content supplement
with the media content and the retrieval code for dis-
tribution, wherein playback access to the media con-
tent is unrestricted, and wherein playback access to
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the one or more encrypted content supplement to the
media content is restricted and can become unre-
stricted using the key data retrieved by submission of
the retrieval code;
wherein the bundling includes storing the one or more
content supplement and the retrieval code in each of a
plurality of second content media, and wherein the
retrieval code is stored in a self-executing file.
8. The method of claim 7, wherein the key data comprises

a user license.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein recording the first ver-
sion of the media content stores the first version of the media

content in each of a plurality of first content media different
than the plurality of second content media.

10. The method of claim 7 further comprising receiving the

retrieval code from the remote device for retrieving the key
data.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the receiving of the

retrieval code is performed by the media content clearing-
house.

12. The method of claim 11 further comprising utilizing the

media content clearinghouse to send the key data to the
remote device.

13. The method of claim 10 further comprising associating

the key data with a person’s identity.

14. The method of claim 10 further comprising sending the

key data to the remote device.

15. The method of claim 10 further comprising transform-
ing the file format of the one or more encrypted content
supplement to the media content.

16. The method of claim 7, wherein the bundling stores a

plurality of retrieval codes including the retrieval code and a
plurality of content supplements including the one or more

content supplement in each of the plurality of second content

media.

17. A flexible format media bundle comprising:

a first content medium;

a first version of a media content, the first version of the
media content recorded on the first content medium and
having a first file format;

at least one content supplement to the media content, each
of the at least one content supplement to the media
content having a file format different from the first file
format;

a retrieval code corresponding to the one or more content
supplement for submission by a remote device to a
media content clearinghouse to retrieve a key data for
enabling access to the at least one content supplement to
the media content;

wherein the retrieval code, the first content medium, and
the at least one content supplement to the media content
are bundled as a package for distribution as a unit,
wherein playback access to the media content is unre-
stricted, and wherein playback access to the one or more
encrypted content supplement to the media content is
restricted and can become unrestricted using the key
data retrieved by submission of the retrieval code;

wherein the one or more content supplement and the
retrieval code are stored in each of a plurality of second
content media, and wherein the retrieval code is stored in
a self-executing file.
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